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"Boosevelt told me that he proposed to remove Lou
Payn. I protested, but he was removed, and I was con-
sulted about the appointment of his successor."

While Eoosevelt's private struggle with Platt was in
progress the Independent leaders and newspapers were de-
manding that he must make open war on the boss as the
only way of political and moral salvation for himself. At
the very moment of his triumph he received on January 24,
1900, from the Eev. Dr. Parkhurst a telegram, which was
also given to the press, which ran as follows:

"If you distinctly, uncompromisingly and frankly throw
down the gauntlet to T. C. Platt the whole State will stand
by you. Choose ye this day whom ye will serve."

Just what would have been the result if the Governor had
followed this advice, proffered in the unruffled serenity and
assurance of absolute ignorance of actual conditions, was
explained by Eoosevelt in a letter which he wrote several
months later, on June 11, 1900, to Henry L. Nelson:

"I needed 26 votes. By canvass I found that I would
have two Democratic votes for me and 21 against me, and
that I should lose in any event two Eepublican votes whom
Payn could control without any reference to Platt or the
organization. This left me a leeway of just one vote, and
it is of course unnecessary to say that in any mere fight
between Platt and myself he could have controlled several,
votes, no matter how strong I made the issue. On the other
hand, I had succeeded in making the case so strongly that
as long as I resolutely declined to mix it in any way with
a factional fight in the Eepublican party and simply took
the ground that I would support any thoroughly upright
and competent man against Payn, I was in a position of im-
pregnable strength and could win out. What conceivable
object or purpose even the brain of Dr. Parkhurst could see
in my, at such a time, wholly changing the issue and secur-
ing the irrevocable retention of Payn by a denunciation of
Platt, who had just assented to my proposition to take